
96th ANNUAL 

CEREMONY

St. Louis, Missouri



COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

Mistress of Ceremonies .............................................................. Sydney Smith, Senior Class President 
 
Academic Procession ....................................................................Senior Class and Nerinx Hall Faculty
 
Invocation .....................................................................................................................Dr. Molly Grumich
 
Salutatory Address ...................................................................................................................... Mia Allen

Valedictory Address ....................................................................................................... Abby Grunzinger 

President’s Address .........................................................................................................Mr. John Gabriel 
 
Musical Selection: Landslide ........................................................... Mr. Duane Bridges, Music Director 

Award Recognition ............................. Mr. John Gabriel, Dr. Molly Grumich, Mrs. Patricia Crenshaw 

Address to Graduates ......................................................................................................... Mr. Paul Balfe 
 
Conferring of Diplomas 
Mr. John Gabriel, Mrs. Patricia Crenshaw, Dr. Linda Howard 

Alma Mater .................................................................................................................................Graduates 

Recessional .............................................................................................................Graduates and Faculty 
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ACADEMIC DISTINCTIONS
 

Medals 
The Valedictorian and Salutatorian are wearing medals to emphasize this distinction.  

National Honor Society
As a society of excellence, National Honor Society members hold with great esteem the four pillars 
of Character, Scholarship, Leadership, and Service. Nerinx Hall National Honor Society members 
maintain a minimum 3.5 cumulative GPA; perform an additional 20 hours of service to Nerinx Hall; 
and pledge to act with justice, faith, integrity, and community in mind. Members of National Honor 
Society are wearing blue stoles.  

Academic Cords 
Students who have been recognized for academic excellence were awarded cords and are wearing 
them today.

Computer Science ........................................................................... Orange 
English ............................................................................................... Black 
Film and Media ................................................................................. Navy Blue 
Fine Arts ........................................................................................... Lilac
Math .................................................................................................. Purple
Science .............................................................................................. Forest Green
Social Studies .................................................................................... Gold
Theology ............................................................................................ Red
World Languages .............................................................................. Maroon
Scholar Athlete ................................................................................. Emerald
National Merit .................................................................................. Royal Blue
Father Nerinckx ............................................................................... Green & White (will be awarded today)
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ACADEMIC AWARDS
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Maya Bowman  

ENGLISH
Mia Allen
Abigail Banholzer
Isabelle Bethell
Maya Bowman
Megan Boyll
Julia Bub

Katherine Droney Northcott
Meredith Gerard 
Chloe Gramelspacher
Abby Grunzinger
Abigail Johnson
Hayley Knapik

Olivia Linde
Marie Prindiville
Grace Schaefer
Kelly Tran

FILM AND MEDIA 
 
 

FINE ARTS
Ruth Burgett Award 
Abby Grunzinger  

Dance 
Excellence in Dance 
Julia Bub
Jocelyn Combs
Julia Moore

Music 
Director’s Award for Chorus 
Margaret Beekman 
Director’s Award for Band 
Katherine Droney Northcott 
National School Orchestra Award 
Abby Grunzinger 
National School Choral Award 
Clara Hasemeier 

Theatre 
Excellence in Theatre 
Margaret Beekman
Kaley Bender
Meredith Gerard
Lonjay Hemphill
Claire Lierman
Margaret McGrath 
continued on next page

Media 
Abigail Banholzer  

Film 
Emma Habert
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ACADEMIC AWARDS cont.

MATH
Stephanie Baer 
Maya Bowman 
Megan Boyll 

Julia Bub
Kealy FitzPatrick
Abby Grunzinger

Jamie Handyside
Abigail Johnson
Abigail MacDonald

Ryleigh Moore 
Delaney O’Neill
Grace Schaefer

 SCIENCE
STEAM 
Abigail Banholzer 
STREAM 
Megan Boyll 

Five Years of Science 
Sarah Brinkmann 
Samantha Day  
Gillian McGrath 
Ryleigh Moore 
Gabriella Sanchez 
Reilly Walsh 

Outstanding Science Student 
Sarah Brinkmann 
Marcella Sweeney Biology 
Abby Grunzinger 
Kevin Budd Chemistry Award 
Reilly Walsh

SOCIAL STUDIES

 

THEATRE continued 
Excellence in Technical Theatre  
Alicia Yancey 

Visual Arts 
Leadership in Art Award 
Abigail Banholzer 

Reflective Spirit Award 
Katherine Becker 
Chloe Gramelspacher 
Sophia Leahy 
Master of Contemporary  
Media Award  
Amanda Lardner

Creative Spirit Award
Olivia Linde  
Riley Pariani  
Innovation & Creativity Award
Kathryn Smallen

Mary Helen Neill Award 
Megan Boyll 

Evelyn Donohoo Award 
Lauren Garrett 

United Nations Humanitarian Award 
Abby Grunzinger
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ACADEMIC AWARDS cont. 

THEOLOGY 

 

WORLD LANGUAGES
German 
Mia Allen

Spanish 
Megan Boyll
Julia Bub

French 
Abby Grunzinger
Elizabeth Host 

Mandarin 
Gabrielle Hunt

 
Scholar Athlete 
Mackenzie Duff 

Archbishop May Award 
Megan Boyll 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Model of Justice Award 
Abby Grunzinger 

National Merit Scholarship Award 
Abby Grunzinger 

Sister Thea Bowman Award
Marie Prindiville 

Julie Sheridan Award 
Winner will be announced today. 

Father Nerinckx Award 
Winner will be announced today. 

Dorothy Day Award 
Abby Grunzinger 

Friends of Mary at the  
Foot of the Cross Award 
Margaret Kickham

Sophia Award 
Megan Boyll

Sister Ann Manganaro Award 
Shannon Barry
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*ˆEmily A. Achs ...................................................
ˆCaroline Elise Agostini ......................................
*ˆLucy Ruddell Allen ...........................................
*Mia Elaine Allen .................................................
*Elizabeth Grace Anderson ................................
*Kaitlyn Marie Annunziata .................................
Maria Grace Azar ..............................................

*ˆStephanie Josephine Baer ...............................
Ava Nicholson Bailey ........................................  

*Abigail Rose Banholzer .....................................
*ˆShannon Frances Barry ...................................
*Katherine Elizabeth Becker ..............................
Margaret Joyce Beekman ................................
Abigail Anne Beinke..........................................
Olivia Renee Bell ...............................................

*Kaley Elizabeth Bender .....................................
ˆMallory Cate Benson ........................................
*Isabelle Victoria Bethell ....................................
Alexa M. Beyrouty ............................................
Isabella Shea Blake ............................................

*ˆMaya Elizabeth Bowman .................................
*Megan Kate Boyll ..............................................
Addison Nicole Brazile......................................

*Sarah Mae Brinkmann ......................................

Maryville University
Missouri State University
University of Washington–Seattle Campus
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
University of Arkansas
Purdue University  
Xavier University
Rockhurst University
University of Missouri 
Webster University
The University of Tampa
Bradley University
Southern Illinois University–Edwardsville
University of Mississippi
Syracuse University
Point Park University
Marquette University
University of Minnesota–Twin Cities
Arizona State University  
Loyola University Chicago
University of Missouri 
Missouri University of Science and Technology
Saint Louis University
University of Denver

GRADUATES
* indicates National Honor Society Member  

ˆindicates the graduate’s sister, mother, grandmother, and/or great-grandmother is a Nerinx alumna 
College choices are self-reported as of May 1, 2021



7

*ˆJulia Therese Bub .............................................
*ˆAlexis Marie Buhr-Spearman .........................
Emily Elizabeth Carril .......................................

*Abigail Margaret Caso ......................................
ˆJocelyn Mcatee Combs ....................................
ˆKaitlyn Marie Comesana ..................................
Stephanie Grace Curry ....................................

ˆAudrey Pollard Dames ......................................
Samantha Marie Day ........................................
Abigail Xue Ying Dietz ......................................
Katherine Elizabeth Droney Northcott ..........

ˆMackenzie Ann Duff .........................................
*ˆBridget Heade Ebeling ....................................
Sloane Sommer Egan .......................................
Emma Grace Ehnes ..........................................
Katherine Fiona Eppert ....................................
Madeline Joy Fenili ...........................................

*ˆKealy Barrett FitzPatrick ................................
Lucy Elaina Foppe .............................................

ˆEva Lucero Francisco Goeke ............................
ˆLyla Mary Funke ................................................
*Lauren Marie Garrett ........................................
Meredith Anne Gerard .....................................

*Alison Catherine Glore .....................................
*Chloe Cynthia Gramelspacher ........................
*ˆAbby Marie Grunzinger ..................................
Emma Louise Habert ........................................

ˆKatherine Grace Hagemann ............................
Katelyn Rose Hampton ....................................

Saint Mary’s College
The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
Saint Louis University
Loyola University Chicago
Saint Louis University
University of Arkansas
University of Dayton
University of Arkansas
Quincy University
Johnson & Wales University–Providence
Saint Louis Community College
Clemson University
University of Denver
Saint Louis University
University of Arkansas
University of Kansas
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Marquette University
Saint Louis University
Reed College
University of Missouri 
University of Missouri–Kansas City
Loyola University Chicago
University of North Texas
Missouri State University
Fordham University
Missouri State University
Missouri State University
Rockhurst University
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*ˆJamie Elizabeth Handyside .............................
Grace Marie Hankins ........................................

ˆCassandra Jane Harney ....................................
*ˆNoelle Jaca Harney .........................................
*Clara Joan Hasemeier .......................................
Lonjay Autum Hemphill ...................................

*Lana Elizabeth Hill .............................................
*ˆElizabeth Anne Host .......................................
Gabrielle Elizabeth Hunt ..................................

*Abigail Grace Johnson ......................................
ˆMargaret Lois Kickham .....................................
Natalie Mary Kimberlin ....................................

ˆHayley Elizabeth Knapik ...................................
Alayna Marie LaCuesta ....................................
Katherine Emma LaFlamme ............................
Amanda Marie Lardner .....................................

*Nicole Katherine Lardner .................................
*Sophia Marlow Leahy ........................................
Claire Ann Lierman ...........................................

ˆJordan Maria Lieser ...........................................
Olivia Wilkinson Linde ......................................
Amya Anjanée Lingard .....................................

*ˆAbigail Callaghan MacDonald ........................
*ˆBridget Anne McArthur .................................
ˆLily Ann McDonald ...........................................
Ellen Marie McDowell ......................................
Gillian Blair McGrath........................................
Margaret Anne McGrath .................................

ˆLauren Nicole McQuade ..................................

University of Illinois at Springfield
Augustana College
Maryville University
Maryville University
Creighton University
Maryville University
University of Missouri 
Colorado State University
Southeast Missouri State University
University of Kansas
Illinois State University
University of Arkansas
Saint Louis University
Missouri State University
Missouri State University
Bradley University
University of Missouri 
Saint Louis University
Loyola University Chicago
University of Missouri 
Truman State University
Xavier University
Marquette University
Rockhurst University
University of Arkansas
University of Kansas
Truman State University
University of Missouri 
University of Missouri 
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Julia Kenaston Moore .......................................
*Ryleigh Bond Moore .........................................
Molly Katherine Murphy ..................................

*ˆDelaney Kate O’Neill ......................................
*ˆGreta Mary Padberg-White ...........................
Riley Wren Pariani ............................................

*Marie Lydia Prindiville .......................................
*Gabrielle Caroline Rogers ................................
Flora May Rowden ............................................

ˆGabriella Eve Sanchez .......................................
Jocelyn  Santos ..................................................

*Grace Elizabeth Schaefer .................................
ˆReneé Lee Schmitz-Cibulka .............................
*ˆNatalie Ann Schultz.........................................
*Olivia Catherine Schwarzen .............................
*Chloe Jo Shumate .............................................
Kathryn Patricia Smallen ..................................

ˆHadley Laine Smith ...........................................
*Sydney Nicole Smith ........................................
Elizabeth Anne Smyka ......................................

ˆAbigail Julia Stein ..............................................
Maggie Kathryn Stolzenberg ...........................
Sadie True Strelow ............................................

*Sarah Claire Sullivan .........................................
*Allison Elizabeth Swehla ...................................
*ˆAnna Murphy Taylor ........................................
Alexandra Elyse Tines .......................................

*ˆKathryn Rose Tlapek .......................................
Raquel Tobben ...................................................

Lindenwood University
Gonzaga University
University of St. Thomas
Louisiana State University
University of Missouri 
Grabber School of Design
University of Missouri 
Miami University–Oxford
Southeast Missouri State University
University of Missouri 
Loyola University Chicago
Indiana University–Bloomington
Saint Louis University
Southeast Missouri State University
Rockhurst University
Saint Louis University
Saint Louis University
University of Missouri
Illinois State University 
Creighton University
Quincy University
University of Kansas
Santa Clara University
Texas Christian University
University of Missouri 
Xavier University
Xavier University
Marquette University
Universidad Europea
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ˆSamantha Morgan Tomasella ...........................
Chandler Elizabeth Tonella ...............................

*Kelly Tran ............................................................
ˆEmily Carter Traube ..........................................
*Lam N. Tru .........................................................
*Lauren Paige Tuhro ............................................
*ˆLyla Isabel Tukey ..............................................
Kendahl Elise Urschler ......................................

ˆMargaret Teresa Vespa ......................................
*Riley Elizabeth Viehland ...................................
*Reilly Kathleen Walsh .......................................
*Emily Bennett Warner ......................................
ˆHelena Rianne Weber .......................................
Catherine Gray Wickersham ...........................
Alicia Marie Yancey ...........................................

Missouri State University
University of Mississippi
Loyola University Chicago
Truman State University
DePaul University
Miami University–Oxford
Kansas State University
University of Iowa
Saint Louis University
Loyola University Chicago
University of Dayton
University of Missouri 
Missouri State University
University of Kansas
Illinois State University
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NERINX HALL ALMA MATER 

To Nerinx Hall goes the song that we sing 
of loyalty and the spirit we bring 

The green and white forever will be 
Our pledge of hope and purity. 

Dear Alma Mater, proudly we stand 
Joined together hand in hand 

Our love is ever with thee, fair Nerinx Hall. 

And when our days of youth are past, 
Thoughts of joy and happiness 

E’er will be in each memory 
of thee, fair Nerinx Hall!

THANK YOU 
The Class of 2021 extends gratitude to our moderators and class officers:

Senior Moderators
Mrs. Kathleen Coursault 
Ms. Dawn Grass
Ms. Katie Mentel
Dr. Matt Morgan 
Mr. Alex Tate  

Senior Class Officers
President: Sydney Smith
Vice President: Bridget McArthur
Secretary: Abby Grunzinger 
Treasurer: Lana Hill 
Representatives for Student Advisory Board 
Anna Taylor and Riley Viehland 
Senior Homeroom Representatives  
Lucy Allen, Fiona Eppert, Kealy FitzPatrick, 
Delaney O’Neill, Lauren Tuhro



Founded in 1924, Nerinx Hall is an Independent, Catholic,  
college-preparatory school for young women in the Loretto charism of 

loving service. The mission of Nerinx Hall is to cultivate empowered women 
who pursue academic excellence within a diverse community, forge a path 

towards social justice, and grow in knowledge of themselves and their world. 

–Mission of Nerinx Hall




